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Front cover: G524 hauls No.9662 up Superfreighter through Kilmore East at 07 14 on Wed.29.11.89. (Bryce Leydon) 


Opposite: B75 waits at Kyneton with the 10 20 up pass. on Sat.11.11.89. (John Dare). 
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Above: R766, undergoing a load test trial following 
restoration by a syndicate of rail enthusiasts, approaches 
Laverton with the 10 20 Melbourne Yard - North Geelong 
goods on Fri.21.7.89. (John Dare) 


Below: J515 accelerates away from Broadford with the 
06 45 up Seymour pass. on Fri.22.12.89. P22 is attached to 
the rear to provide power for the cars. (Graham Withers) 
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The Direct Line Centenary 


The railway between Bacchus Marsh and Ballan, the 
last link in the ‘Direct Line’, was completed on 4th 
December, 1889. From this time, trains could go 
directly from Melbourne to Ballarat instead of via Gee- 
long or North Geelong, although through trains did 
not do so until 17th March, 1890. The Age of 5th 
December, 1889 said that ‘The Adelaide train will be 
run by Geelong until next year’, and the Bacchus Marsh 
Express (newspaper) reported that ‘The delay in using 
the line for express trains is due to three causes — one a 
desire to get the engine drivers accustomed to the line, 
the second the necessity of altering several of the 
station yards and sidings to suit express train traffic, 
and third the completion and ballasting of portions of 
the line not constructed in a manner fit for trunk line 
| traffic’. 


The railway from Melbourne to Ballarat via Geelong 
had been in use since 11th April, 1862. Warrenheip was 
not an original station; it was opened on Ist February, 
1873. From Warrenheip, a branch line was opened to 
_ Gordons on 7th May, 1879, and although contem- 
porary working timetables do not show it, it was almost 
certainly worked by staff and ticket, as was all of the 
‘Direct Line’ until 1898. 


This eastward branch was extended from Gordons 
to Ballan on 22nd December, 1886. 


In the meantime, from the opposite direction, a line 
was opened from Braybrook Junction (Sunshine) to 
Melton on 2nd April, 1884. Melton to Parwan was 
opened on lst April, 1886 and Parwan to Bacchus 
Marsh on 16th February, 1887. 


Much surveying and construction had to take place 
before the section between Bacchus Marsh and Ballan 
was opened on 4th December, 1889. It was operated as 
three staff and ticket sections, with staff stations at 
Rowsley and Ingliston. (Railway people use the 
pronunciation ‘Rouze-leigh’ while the local people say 
‘Rose-leigh’.) Winter’s Block was also used super- 
imposed on the staff sections Parwan - Bacchus Marsh 
- Rowsley - Ingliston. 


Being at the summit of two grades, Rowsley was 
considered a relatively safe place at which to cross 
trains. Ingliston, where the track levelled out for a short 
distance, was another. The grades in the down 
direction from Bacchus Marsh to Rowsley, in the up 
direction from the Anakie Road bridge to Rowsley and 
in the down direction from the Anakie Road bridge to 
Ingliston caused three major problems in the working 
of trains. 


The first problem was that on the down, that is, in 
the westward direction, the grades necessitated the use 
of an assisting engine for some trains. The difficulties 
with which this engine was provided were described in 
my article in the ARHS Bulletin for May, 1986. 


The second problem concerned the grades falling 
into Bacchus Marsh from both directions, which made 
it undesirable to have trains approaching Bacchus 
Marsh at the same time. While Rowsley was still a staff 
station, no great delay was caused to say a down train 
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having to wait at Parwan until an up train came down 
the hill and arrived safely at Bacchus Marsh station, or 
vice versa with an up train waiting at Rowsley. After the 
closure of Rowsley as a staff station and block post on 
17th November. The 1893 working timetables were 
often arranged so that the up train was clear in the 
station at Bacchus Marsh before the down train was 
allowed to leave Parwan, but this was not always con- 
venient. 


In foreseen instances where the down train had to 
wait at Parwan, Rowsley could be temporarily opened 
as a Winter’s Block station and the down train then 
needed to wait at Parwan only for the time the up train 
took to come down the hill from Rowsley, as was the 
case before 1893, instead of all the way from Ingliston. 
These arrangements were described in my article in 
Newsrail in September, 1984 and a special occasion — 
the running of the Royal Train in 1934 — in Newsrail 
for October, 1986. 


The third problem resulted from the length of time it 
took a down train to traverse the section Bacchus 
Marsh - Ingliston. I have found no instances in working 
timetables of Rowsley having been an effective block 
post for following down trains during the staff and 
ticket era. When large electric staff replaced the staff 
and ticket and Winter’s Block on 23rd July, 1898, the 
electric staff sections Bacchus Marsh - Ingliston - Bal- 
lan were absolute. At least as early as 1901, morse tele- 
graph instruments at Rowsley and Bank Box (then at 
the 405 milepost) were manned on special occasions 
apparently to report the passage of trains and to facilit- 
ate the obtaining of relief for disabled engines and 
trains. At the same time, the desirability of allowing 
follow on movements in the long section must have 
been under consideration. The visit of the Great White 
Fleet in August/September, 1908 created an immense 
amount of passenger traffic all over Victoria as people 
flocked to the City to see the Americans and also the 
decorations. Page 13 of the circular S3652/08 issued for 
this event shows that a composite electric staff 
(although not then called that) had been provided on 
the electric staff section Bacchus Marsh - Ingliston; it 
was only the second of these in Victoria. The com- 
posite staff could be unscrewed into three pieces — the 
centre piece was referred to as the ‘staff portion’ and 
the other two ‘ticket A’ and ‘ticket B’ portions. The 
single line between Bacchus Marsh and Ingliston could 
then be treated more or less as a staff and ticket section. 
To separate the two or three trains going through the 
section in the same direction, block posts using tele- 
graph and later telephone were established at Rowsley 
and Bank Box. Because of the grade the composite staff 
was only in use for down trains. In any case the running 
time for up trains were shorter and a reduction in the 
headway less necessary. At that time, too, neither Bank 
Box nor Rowsley had fixed signals and so a train was 
often protected from one following it by a telegraph 
message and a red hand signal. 


Page 15 of the same circular makes the first reference 
I have seen to the use of Rowsley in the Electric Staff 
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section Bacchus Marsh - Ingliston when trains were 
crossing at Bacchus Marsh. 


After the change from large electric staff to mini- 
ature electric staff in January, 1914, apart from the 
introduction of mechanical staff exchangers in July, 
1927 and the track locking of stations around 1927, very 
little of signalling interest occurred until 1962. Of 
course, during those 33 years, the railway went through 
World War 1, the Great Depression and World War 2. 


In the meantime, technology was improving, traffic 
was moving faster, trains were getting longer and 
heavier and manpower was getting more expensive. 


Track circuits had for some years enabled the 
presence of a train on a track to be noted electrically, 
and this ability could be used to prevent a signal being 
lowered for a track occupied by a train. Points could be 
operated electrically and controlled by a signalman 
miles away. A section of single track could be signalled 
in such a way that while a train on it was travelling in 
one direction, the signals at the far end could not be 
lowered to allow a train to enter from the opposite 
direction. In addition, a second train travelling in the 
same direction could, by the use of intermediate auto- 
matic signals be allowed to follow an earlier train 
before the latter had cleared the section, in much the 
same way as on a double track line. ‘Automatic and 


track control’, as it is referred to in the safeworking 


rules, was applied to the single line between Bacchus | 


Marsh and Ballan on 7th April, 1962. Bank Box Loop 


was of much greater value as a crossing place than | 
Ingliston had been, as Bank Box was closer to the mid- | 


dle of the section, as well as being long enough to 
accommodate longer goods trains. Facilities at Inglis- 
ton were removed at this time. Rowsley had been dis- 


mantled on 30th June, 1957. Similar signalling arrange- | 


ments have since been made between Melton and 
Parwan and between Ballan and Warrenheip, with 
intermediate crossing facilities at Parwan Loop and 


Bungaree Loop respectively. Work is in progress | 
(December 1989) on single line automatic signalling | 


between Rockbank and Melton was installed on the 
weekend of January 20th replacing the last of the 
electric staff between Sunshine and Warrenheip. 
The centenary of the ‘Direct Line’ was celebrated on 
3rd December, 1989 by the unveiling of plaques at Bac- 


chus Marsh and Ballan. A special issue of the Ballan | 
Historical Society’s magazine, the Settler,andapamph- | 


let describing the notable events of the last 100 years 
were published and a combined bus and train tour ena- 
bled local people and visitors to inspect many historic 
sites. Details of the stations on the line may appear ina 
later issue of Newsrail. 
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Holiday in the Grampians 


During a holiday in the Grampians area between 19 
and 23 November 1989, the opportunity was taken to 
inspect railway remains in the Grampians and Ballarat 
districts, concentrating on closed lines. 


One of the Victorian Railways’ more obscure lines 
ran between Stawell and the Grampians from 1881 to 
1949 for a distance of about 25 km. The line, which 
actually ran to the now closed Heatherlie Quarries, 
located some 14 km north of Hall’s Gap, was primarily 
used to transport stone from the quarries to Stawell 
and Melbourne. Presumably no regular passenger ser- 
vices were provided, but apparently the line was used 
for the running of picnic trains. At the quarry site a 
number of sleepers and a partly buried rail can be seen, 
along with a loose piece of rail. Other remains include 
rusting machinery and partly restored workers’ cot- 
tages, and apparently the remains of several bridges 
along the line still exist, although these were not 
located. Interestingly, the name ‘Grampians’ has now 
reappeared in the form of a crossing loop on the Port- 
land line. A brief history of the line is included in Ida 
Stanton’s fascinating book — Bridging the Gap — the 
History of Hall’s Gap. (Stanton states that the line 
opened in 1882, whereas Harrigan (Victorian Railway to 
62) states that it opened on 26th June 1905. Can any 
reader explain this discrepancy?) [Editor — Newsrail 
will publish an item on this subject.] 


An inspection of the closed Bolangum line revealed 
the following. At Lubeck (the former junction station), 
a crossing loop exists along with silos and platform 
remains. The junction points have now gone, but the 
point of divergence remains visible. At Jackson, silos 
and platform remains exist. At Rupanyup a brick build- 
ing (apparently used by the SES) on a timber faced plat- 
form remains along with a goods shed and silos. At 
Burrum and Banyena, platform earthworks could not 
be located, so only the silos are visible. To the east of 
Banyena a concrete bridge, in good condition, followed 
by a timber bridge in poorer condition, remain. At 
Marnoo, the water tower, shed and platform are visible 
along with the silos. At Bolangum, silos and an oat pool 
building remain along with platform earthworks. Near 
Bolangum, a whistle board remains. Fences have been 
placed across the line at various locations, and apart 
from at bitumen level crossing, the track has been 
removed. The areas around all silos beyond Lubeck 
have been graded for road access. 

An inspection of the closed Skipton line revealed the 
following. At Skipton, a timber faced platform and a 
goods ramp exist along with silos. Some track and 
sleepers remain, and part of the track has been 
gravelled over for road access to the silos. The remains 
of Pittong were not located, but presumably they are 
located near the Kaolin works, the mainstay of the line 
during the latter years. At Linton, the passenger and 
goods platform remain. Newtown and Scarsdale were 
not located. At Smythesdale, platform earthworks, a 
high loading bank, and the concrete ganger’s trolley 
shed base complete with rails are visible. Haddon and 
Kopke both consist of platform earthworks, with the 82 
milepost remaining near Kopke. The track has been 
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removed except at bitumen level crossings and no buil- 
dings remain. 

An inspection of the closed Waubra line between 
Blowhard and Waubra revealed the following. At 
Waubra, the water tower remains along with station 
yard earthworks. At Addington, platform remains can 
be seen. At Learmonth, part of the timber faced plat- 
form remains giving at Addington platform remains 
can be seen. At Learmonth, part of the timber faced 
platform remains along with a shed . A small timber 
bridge exists between Addington and Learmonth, and 
rails remain in the Sunraysia Highway crossing, just 
south of Learmonth. At Blowhard, part of the timber 
facing of the platform remains. Near the station site is a 
cairn making use of four mileposts, presumably from 
the line. All sites except Learmonth are on private 
property. 

An inspection of the closed Newlyn line revealed the 
following. Allendale was not located, but is presum- 
ably near the Commercial Minerals site; at Kingston, 
the goods shed remains along with platform earth- 
works; Newlyn was not located; the track has been 
removed except at bitumen level crosssings. 

Other sites visited were as follows: Maroona — 
timber station building, brick faced platform, and 
sheep race remain; Tatyoon — building, shortened 
platform, goods shed and silos remain; Westmere — 
timber station building, another building, platform, 
goods shed and silos remain; Creswick — building, plat- 
form and goods shed remain, but only the platform 
road is useable as the track in the yard has been 
removed; Windermere — all facilities removed except 
for the second track remaining in the level crossing; 
Parwan — all facilities removed. 

On the closed lines, fences prevented access to some 
sites, and many sites were overgrown with long grass 
and weeds making inspection of the remains difficult. 

This report has been based on observation and my 
own limited reference sources, and I would welcome 
any corrections made by readers. 


B75 at Spencer Street with the 16 15 down Ballarat pass. on 
Sun.19.11.89. (John Dare) 
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58RM to Wahgunyah 


Wahgunyah, terminus of the last remaining branch 
line in the north east of Victoria was chosen as the des- 
tination for a recent railmotor excursion. This tour was 
run by the Central Highlands Tourist Railway. The 
DERM was 58RM, which belongs to the ARHS 
Museum but is at the moment based at the Seymour 
Loco Steam Preservation Group’s compound at 
Seymour. Travel from Melbourne to Seymour on Sat- 
urday 28th October, 1989 was by the 07 10 railmotor to 
Seymour, with 55RM. I joined the tour at Seymour, 
where the actual excursion began. While we waited on 
the west platform, now known as platform 2, X46 came 
to a halt at platform 1 with the up Albury pass. After it 
had departed 58RM, looking magnificent in its 1950s 
style paint scheme, arrived at platform 2, providing the 
rare sight of two DERMs at the same platform at Sey- 
mour. Everyone soon found seats and we departed 
Seymour at 09 02, two minutes late. As we passed Sey- 
mour Loco, I noted that S300/2 were sitting around the 
turntable, along with T320 which was under restora- 
tion in the shed. 

Once the short climb out of Seymour had been com- 
pleted, 58RM was able to gain a little more speed and 
we were soon being whisked along at a quick pace. The 
closed signalbox at Mangalore has now been stripped 
of all its former facilities; the last two remaining signals 
have now been re-erected in the Mangalore pub’s car- 
park. Now it was time for the DERM to begin the climb 
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up Avenel bank. 58RM was performing well and it had 
no trouble getting us up and over the hill. We coasted 
down to Avenel where our first stop for the day was 
made, for the down Albury pass. to overtake us. We 
arrived at Avenel three minutes early at 09 20. The sun 
came out and made conditions perfect for stationary 
photos of the DERM. The sound of an N class loco 
horn indicated that the down Albury train would soon 
be arriving and a short while later N456 with Z set 54 
came to a stand at the platform, departing soon after. 
Our railmotor had to wait on the Albury pass. to reach 
Euroa as Longwood has been closed as a staff station. 
Our departure from Avenel was one minute late at 
10 01. 

Euroa was reached at 10 28, seven minutes early, and 
after a 30 second stop for a staff exchange we left for 
Violet Town. This is a very pretty station and we 
arrived there 12 minutes early at 10 43 for another 
exchange of the staff, departing 30 seconds later. 
Benalla was to be our next stop. We arrived at the 
home signal at 11 05 and after a short delay we arrived 
at the platform at 11 09, leaving for Wangaratta without 
stopping. Stabled in Benalla yard were T379/88 on a 
down goods. Just after we had restarted from the stop 
at the home signal 8179 raced by with the Sydney 
bound Intercapital Daylight. 

The next major obstacle to confront 58RM was the 
climb to Glenrowan. However, the DERM tackled the 


58RM passes under the signal gantry at Benalla during the Central Highlands Tourist Railway’s tour returning from 


Wahgunyah. Sat.28.10.89. (Grant Payne) 
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grade in fine style and we were still seven minutes early 
as we passed Glenrowan at 11 28. Our second photo- 
stop for the day was held at Wangaratta, where we 
arrived at 11 38, 22 minutes early. All the photograph- 
ers headed for the footbridge at the up end of the plat- 
form, on which a photo line was formed. 58RM then 
reversed a short distance towards Glenrowan for the 
photo run. Most passengers then obtained a stationary 
shot of the DERM at the platform. Wangaratta yard 
only held a few wagons, and RTS (in V/Line colours) 
was standing near them. Our roast chicken lunches 
were loaded into the van compartment of the DERM 
and we were able to get away from Wangaratta on time 
at 12 05. 


Our meals were handed out and it was not long 
before we passed the site of Bowser, once a station 
which had two branch lines diverging from it in 
opposite directions, one to Bright (with another branch 
line off it to Yackandandah) to the south and the other 
to Peechelba East to the north. Our branch line adven- 
ture was to begin at Springhurst, where we arrived five 
minutes late at 12 20. We departed half a minute later. 
If there is an uncertain future for the cross country line 
from Toolamba to Echuca there must be an even more 
uncertain future for the branch line to Wahgunyah. 
The track is in very poor condition, little cyclic main- 
tenance seeming to have been done recently on this 
line. It made the Toolamba - Echuca line look like 
main line track! The DERM rocked and swayed along 
the track, and it was not too long before we came to our 
first photostop on the branch line, at the bridge over 
the Black Dog Creek. We were running pretty close 
to being on time. The only remaining intermediate 
station on the line, Rutherglen, was reached at 12 59, 
one minute early. Two photo runs were held here, and 
stationary shots were obtained at the station itself. The 
first run was made at the hand operated level crossing 
gates where the DERM set back and then ran through 
for the photographers. After the stationary shots had 
been obtained passengers moved to the road over rail 
bridge at the other end of the yard. Once the DERM 
had moved forward passengers were picked up and we 
set off for the terminus of the line at Wahgunyah at 
13 25. 


As on most DERM trips on which I have been the 
front seats were rostered so that all on the trip had the 
chance to get the driver’s view of the line. At 13 41 we 
arrived at our destination, Wahgunyah, 19 minutes 
early. The DERM ran to the extreme end of the yard, 
pleasing all of the trackage fans on board. A photo line 
was formed for this ‘end of the line’ shot. The most 
dominant feature of Wahgunyah was the Best’s Foods 
building. This generated the last regular traffic from 
Wahgunyah, but unfortunately V/Line lost the con- 
tract for this traffic and it now seems that the ‘as 
required’ fertiliser and grain cartage won’t keep the line 
open for very much longer. The last regular outward 
consignment was made on Friday 13th October, cer- 
tainly an unlucky day for the Wahgunyah branch line. 
On a brighter note, the weather was still fine and it 
made our departure walk forward photostop very 
pleasant. We left the wagonless yard at Wahgunyah at 
14 09, 21 minutes early. 


As a result of our early running an extra photostop 
was held on the outskirts of Rutherglen. Another was 
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held at the road over rail bridge at Rutherglen, and 
another at the station. Finally, a departure shot was 
obtained at the hand operated gates as well. We had 
departed Rutherglen at 14 46, after a 17 minute stop, 
still 14 minutes ahead of our schedule. Another 
photostop was included at the distant signal at Spring- 
hurst, and then another in the yard. Departure from 
Springhurst was 12 minutes early at 15 28. The DERM 
stopped at Wangaratta for one minute, 15 46-7, passed 
Glenrowan at 16 01 and then arrived at the signal 
gantry at Benalla at 16 18. After photos of the DERM 
under the signal gantry and beside the signal box we 
left Benalla at 16 30, five minutes early. There had cer- 
tainly been no shortage of photostops on this excur- 
sion! We were able to admire the well kept garden at 
Violet Town for one minute, 16 52-3, and then after we 
had passed Euroa at 17 08 and stopped at Avenel 
(17 35-6) it appeared that we would arrive at Seymour 
right on time. The climb up Avenel bank put us back a 
few minutes and we arrived at platform 1, Seymour, at 
17 50, two minutes late. 


Most of the tour patrons travelled back to Mel- 
bourne by the afternoon up Albury pass., which had 
N456. My transport home was the down Cobram pass., 
but between the departures of the up Albury and down 
Cobram trains a few interesting movements occurred. 
The down Albury pass. arrived and departed with 
N459, X50, X48 and X46, 8172 went by with the up 
Intercapital Daylight and then 8170/6 roared through 
with a down freight. The Cobram pass. arrived with 
N459 and S301, the latter being a rare sight on the 
Goulburn Valley line. 

The railmotor trip was very enjoyable and thanks 
go to Colin Sharp, the organiser, the SLSPG for the 
use of 58RM and all others connected with running the 
tour. 


58RM passes through the hand operated gates at Rutherglen. 
(Grant Payne) 


41 


Delivery of 


SAR, CR and WAGR Locos 


WAGER A, AA, J, K, Land R class locos were delivered 
via Melbourne on transfer bogies on broad gauge; SAR 
800, 830 and 930 class locos were delivered via Mel- 
bourne, working on the broad gauge. Before 1962 CR 
GM class locos were delivered via Melbourne, being 
towed on transfer bogies from Bandiana. From 1962 
they worked from Sydney to Melbourne on standard 
gauge and were then conveyed on transfer bogies on 
broad gauge. 


SAR 600 class locos: 
600 and 601, the first two locos for the SAR standard 
gauge, were delivered via Broken Hill in 1966. 


SAR 800 class locos: 

The October 1956 VR Newsletter had a photo of 802 
departing Melbourne light engine for Adelaide. It 
had hauled loads from Wodonga to Seymour and 
Seymour to Melbourne. 


SAR 830 class locos: (summary from July 60 DD) 

830: Departed Wodonga on Wed.16.12.59 on 70A and 
departed Melbourne Yard on an 08 50 extra on 
Thurs. 17.12. 

831: Departed Wodonga on Mon.22.2.60 on 44 and 
departed Melbourne Yard on Tues.23.2. on an 08 50 
extra (noted passing through Ballarat, Mar.60 DD). 

832: Departed Wodonga on Mon.4.4.60 on 44 and 
departed Melbourne Yard on Tues.5.4 on an 08 50 
extra. 

833: Departed Wodonga on Wed.20.4.60 on 44 and 
departed Melbourne Yard on Thurs.21.4 on an 08 50 
extra. 

834: Departed Wodonga on Tues.10.5.60 on 44 and 
departed Melbourne Yard on Wed.11.5. on an 08 50 
extra (seen at Buangor, June ’60 DD). 

835: Departed Wodonga on Tues.17.5.60 (observed, 
see June 60 DD) on a Wodonga - Frances livestock 
special running via Albion, Newport, North Gee- 
long loop, Ballarat and Serviceton. 

836: Departed Wodonga on Thurs.26.5.60 on 44 and 
departed Melbourne Yard on Fri.27.5. on an 08 50 
extra. 

837: Departed Wodonga on Mon.6.6.60 on 44 and 
departed Melbourne Yard on Tues.7.6 on an 08 50 
extra. 

838: Departed Wodonga on Thurs.16.6.60 on 44 and 
departed Melbourne Yard on Wed.17.6 on an 08 50 
extra. 

839: Departed Wodonga on Mon.27.6.60 on 70A and 
departed Melbourne Yard on Tues.28.6 on an 08 50 
extra. This train passed Sunshine 30 minutes early 
with a load of 400 t. 

Note: 44 fast goods was scheduled to depart Wodonga 
Coal Sidings at 09 20 (regularly on Tuesday, con- 
ditionally on other days) and to arrive at Melbourne 
Yard at 19 05. 70A fruit goods was scheduled to 
depart Albury at 12 15 on Monday, Thursday and 
Friday and to arrive at Melbourne Yard at 19 35. The 
08 50 extra to Serviceton was routed via Bacchus 
Marsh. 
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871-3 were delivered via Broken Hill in 1966. 


SAR 930 class locos: 

930: Passed through Melbourne 12-4.12.55. It worked 
in all three states (viz NSW, Vic and SA) during 
delivery. 

931: Ran a trial run on the Brisbane Limited Express on 
3.3.56. It had passed through Melbourne on its way 
to South Australia by April. 


942: Arrived in Melbourne on Sun.29.6.58 and 
departed for Serviceton on Mon.30.6. Like its 12 pre- 
decessors, it hauled revenue trains. Authorised 
loads were: Albury - Seymour 1000 t, Seymour - 
Melbourne 750 t and Melbourne - Serviceton 650 t. 


943: Was photographed on a down extra goods (con- 
sisting mainly of GYs) between Warrenheip and 
Ballarat on Tues.1.7.58 (see Sept.58 May ’69 DD 
reprint). 

945: Feb.59 VR Newsletter had a photo of 945 hauling a 
Melbourne - Adelaide goods (with 4-wheeled louvre 
vans in the consist) on its delivery run. 


957: Ran a special 09 00 Melbourne - Serviceton - 
Adelaide on Tues.6.3.62, with a load of 34 vehicles, 
610 t (Apr.62 DD). 


963: Worked an Albury - Dynon goods on Wed. 
10.1.67. 


965: Worked the 10 05 Albury - Dynon goods on 
Tues.25.4.67 and worked the 20 35 (147) Melbourne 
- Serviceton fast goods on Wed.26.4. 

966: Ran a broad gauge light engine trial from Mel- 
bourne to Wallan and return on Mon.19.6.67, pass- 
ing Essendon at 14 20. It worked 147 fast goods that 
night, with GM46 as part of the load. 


CR GM class locos: 


Feb.56 VR Newsletter mentioned that bogies from 
scrapped S class loco tenders were used as transfer 
bogies for the first time to deliver the first of an order 
of five GMs for Leigh Creek coal traffic ‘recently’. 
Was this GM12?. If not, was it GM22?. 

GM 12: Passed through Melbourne in October, 1955. 


GM13: Passed through Melbourne in November, 
1955. 


May 57 VR Newsletter showed the first unit of the third 
order for CR GMs being towed in the 14 30 Mel- 
bourne - Adelaide fast goods ‘recently’, with its 
bogies on a flat wagon behind it. 


GM27: Interrupted its delivery to do arun to Albury on 
Fri.21.12.62 on the 20 45 Dynon - Albury goods, 
which was hauled by S316, GM27 and T359. GM27 
departed Albury light engine at 07 00 on Sat.22.12. 
A week later it departed Melbourne as part of the 
load of the 11 25 fast goods to Adelaide. 

GM28: Was part of the load of the 11 25 Melbourne - 
Adelaide fast goods on Tues.29.1.63. 


GM35: Worked the 13 00 Albury - Dynon goods on 
Sun.3.4.66 and was then hauled in a fast goods to 
Serviceton, probably the next day. 
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GM36: Worked the 02 21 Albury - Dynon goods on 
Thurs.5.5.66, then was hauled in a fast goods to Serviceton, 
probably that night. 

GM37: Worked the 09 35 Albury - Dynon goods on 

Tues.31.5.66, then was hauled in a fast goods to Serviceton, 

probably the next day. 

GM38: Worked the 00 30 Albury - Dynon goods on 

Thurs.16.6.66, then was hauled in 147 fast goods to 

Serviceton that night (July 66 DD, which misprinted the 
number as GM36). 

GM39: Worked the 21 00 Albury - Dynon goods on 
Wed.29.6.66, then was hauled in a fast goods to 
Serviceton, probably on Thurs.30.6. 

GM40: Worked an Albury - Dynon goods on 
Fri.13.1.67. Because of a loco shortage after the 
Broadford collision, it worked a Dynon - Albury 
goods on Sat.14.1. On Sun.15.1 GM40-T392 hauled 
a 03 45 Albury - Dynon with a load of 40 vehicless, 

100 t. 

GM46: Hauled the 08 40 Albury - Dynon goods on 
Sun.18.6.67, then was hauled in 147 fast goods (with 
loco 966) on Mon.19.6. 

GM4&47: Hauled the 10 25 Albury - Dynon goods on 
Tues. 19.12.67. It was bogie exchanged on Wed.20.12 
and it was hauled in 147 that night. 


CR MDH class locos: 

0-6-0 diesel shunting locos MDH1 and MDH7? for the 
CR were delivered on carrying axles from Wodonga 
to Port Pirie. (Oct.58 DD) 


CR NT class locos: 
NT74 was delivered via Broken Hill in June, 1968. 


WAGR A class locos: 

A1501: Was towed on transfer bogies from Wodonga 
to Melbourne and Serviceton during mid May 1960 
(Aug.60 DD) en route to Port Pirie for transfer to 
standard gauge transfer bogies for transit to Parke- 
ston, where it would be placed on its own power 
bogies. However, it was towed dead to Midland 
Workshops. 

A1502: Was to be delivered in July 1960 (Aug.60 DD). 

WAGR AA class locos: 

AAI515: The first in an order for five locos arrived at 
Dynon on Sun. 13.8.67 on NSW freight bogies. It was 
bogie exchanged to broad gauge freight bogies on 
Mon.14.8 and was hauled in the 20 35 (147) Mel- 
bourne - Serviceton fast goods that night. 

AA1516: Was hauled in 4192 goods, departing Albury 
on Mon.28.8.67 and ariving at Dynon on Tues.29.8. 
It departed on 147 that night. The Victorian ride con- 
trol freight bogies had been modified by having horn 
cheeks welded to the top frame to carry the hood 
type superstructure of the loco. 

AAI1517: Was hauled in 8052 goods departing Albury 
on Fri.8.9.67. It was bogie exchanged on Mon.11.9 
and was hauled in 147 that night. 

AA1518: Was hauled in 8032 goods departing Albury 
on Sun.24.9.67. It was bogie exchanged on Mon.25.9 
and was hauled in 147 that night. 

WAGR F, G and H class locos: 

These were delivered by sea from Queensland to 
Western Australia. 

WAGR J class locos: 

J101: Was towed in the 15 15 Albury - Dynon goods on 
Sun.10.7.66. 
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J102: Was towed in the 15 15 Albury - Dynon goods on 
Sun.7.8.66. 

J103: Was towed in the 15 15 Albury - Dynon goods on 
Sun.21.8.66. 

J104: Was towed in the 15 40 Albury - Dynon goods on 
Sun.4.9.66 and was seen in a goods at Kaniva on 
Tues.6.9. 

J105: Was towed in an Albury - Dynon goods on 
Fri.16.9.66 and was towed in the 20 35 Melbourne - 
Serviceton fast goods on Mon.19.9. 


WAGR K class locos: 

These worked from Brisbane to Melbourne, then were 
transferred on freight bogies to Port Pirie. They were 
the first locomotives to transit all five mainland 
states during delivery. 

K201: Departed Brisbane on Fri.21.1.66 and departed 
Sydney on Mon.24.1. 

K202: Departed Brisbane on Fri.18.2.66 and arrived in 
Albury on Tues.22.2. Apr.66 VR Newsletter had a 
photo of it being bogie exchanged at Dynon. 

K204: Hauled the 19 00 Albury - Dynon goods on 
Wed.21.9.66 and was towed in the 20 35 (147) Mel- 
bourne - Serviceton fast goods on Mon.26.9. 

K205: Hauled the 19 00 Albury - Dynon goods on 
Fri.7.10.66. 

K206: Hauled the 14 30 Albury - Dynon goods on 
Sun.6.11.66, then was towed in 147 about a week 
later. 

K207: Hauled the 09 35 Albury - Dynon goods on 
Thurs.24.11.66, then was towed in 147 on Fri.25.11. 

K208: Worked an Albury - Dynon goods on Wed. 
14.12.66. 

K210: Worked a trial in Queensland on Thurs. 12.12.68 
and departed Brisbane on Fri.13.12. It reached Syd- 
ney on Sun.15.12, departed on Wed.18.12 and 
worked the 00 20 Albury - Dynon goods on 
Thurs.19.12.68. This loco was a replacement for 
K202, which was sold to Mt Goldsworthy Mining to 
replace a loco destroyed in a collision. 


WAGER L class locos: 

L251: Worked an Albury - Dynon goods on Fri.6.10.67. 
On Sat.7.10 it hauled a 1600 t test load from Dynon 
to Albury, with T392 included in the consist in case 
of trouble. It returned with an 1800 t load and was 
bogie exchanged on Mon.9.10, being hauled in the 
20 35 (147) Melbourne - Serviceton fast goods that 
night. 

L252: Arrived at Dynon at 08 45 on Wed.1.11.67 haul- 
ing 1600 t. It was bogie exchanged that day and was 
hauled in 147 that night. 

L253: Hauled a train from Albury to Melbourne on 
Thurs.23.11.67. It was bogie exchanged on Fri.24.11 
and was hauled in 147 that night. 

L254: Hauled a train from Albury to Melbourne on 
Thurs.14.12.67. For a photo, see Feb.68 DD. 

L255: Hauled the 08 10 (4792) Albury - Dynon goods 
on Thurs.11.1.68. It was bogie exchanged on Fri.12.1 
and was hauled in 147 that night. 

L256: Ran atrial between Sydney and Waterfall in mul- 
tiple with VR Y155. They ran 473 Sydney - Albury 
goods on Tues.30.1.68. L256 worked the 23 15 
Albury - Dynon goods on Wed.31.1. It was bogie 
exchanged on Thurs. 1.2 and was hauled in 147 (that 
night?). 
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L257: Worked 473 Sydney - Albury goods on Tues. 
13.2.68. 

L258: Failed on a trial run in New South Wales on 
Fri.1.3.68. 

L259: Worked a trial in New South Wales on Mon. 
25.3.68. 


L260: Worked 473 Sydney - Albury goods on Tues. 
30.4.68. 

L261: Worked a trial run in New South Wales on 
Tues.28.5.68. It was bogie exchanged at Dynon on 
Mon.3.6. and departed in 147 that night. It was being 
bogie exchanged at Port Pirie on Fri.7.6. 

L262: Worked a trial in New South Wales on Wed. 
26.6.68. 

L263: Worked a trial in New South Wales on Tues. 
16.7.68. It was at Dynon from 30.7 to 5.8 (Sept.68 
DD) 

L264: Worked a trial in New South Wales on Wed. 
7.8.68. It was at Dynon on Sun.(18?).8. 

L265: Worked a trial in New South Wales on 
Wed.28.8.68. It was used for bogie tests in new South 
Wales on Wed.4.9. 

L266: Worked a trial in New South Wales on Tues. 
24.9.68. 

L267: Worked a trial in New South Wales in Oct.68. 

L268: Worked a trial in New South Wales in Nov.68. 

L269: Worked a trial in New South Wales on Wed. 
4.12.68 and hauled the 08 10 Albury - Dynon goods 
on Tues.10.12. 

L270: worked a trial in New South Wales on Fri.17.1.69 
and hauled the 08 10 Albury - Dynon goods on 
Thurs.23.1. Because there was a bankup of loading 
after a derailment at Glenrowan on Tues.21.1, L270 
was towed back to Albury in the 12 50 down goods 
on Fri.24.3 and worked a 22 10 up goods. 

L271: Worked a trial in New South Wales on 
Tues. 18.2.69 and hauled 273 Sydney - Albury goods 
in multiple with T416 on Fri.21.2. L271 hauled the 08 
10 Albury - Dynon goods on Sat.22.2. It was held to 
work trains in Victoria because of the destruction of 
$314 and S316 in the Violet Town collision on 
Fri.7.2. It departed for Western Australia on 
Sat.15.3. For a photo of L271 in Victoria see June ’69 
DD. 

L272: Worked a trial in New South Wales on 
Thurs.20.3.69 and hauled the 10 20 Albury - Dynon 
goods cn Wed.26.3. It was held to work trains in 
Victoria until Tues.15.4. 

L273: Worked a trial in New South Wales on 
Thurs.17.4.69 and hauled the 09 10 Albury - Dynon 
goods on Thurs.24.4. It worked trains in Victoria 
until Sat.10.5. It was the last of the Ls for WAGR. 


WAGR R class locos: 

R1901: Was hauled on transfer bogies, departing 
Albury in the 21 00 up goods on Thurs.18.1.68 and 
departing Melbourne in the 20 35 (147) fast goods to 
Serviceton and Adelaide on Mon.22.1. This was the 
first of five narrow gauge locos of this class from 
English Electric, Rocklea, Queensland. 

R1902: Was hauled in the 00 30 Albury - Dynon goods 
on Wed.21.2.68. It was bogie exchanged that day and 


departed in 147 goods that night. 
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R1905: Was bogie exchanged at Dynon on Fri.7.6.68 
and departed in 147 goods that night. It had been at 
Dynon for several days awaiting transfer bogies, but 
could not have used the set from L261 as claimed in 
July 68 DD, as the author photographed L261 being 
bogie exchanged in Port Pirie on Fri.7.6. The Rs 
would have used 4-wheeled freight bogies; presum- 
ably R1905 waited for the bogies from R1904. 


WAGR T class locos: 


See Aug.’67 DD for the delivery of these 0-6-0 shunting 
locos via Melbourne. 


WAGR suburban railcars: 
See Feb.’68 DD. 


Mt Goldsworthy locos: 


Goldsworthy 1: The first of three locomotives, identi- 
cal to the WAGR K class locos, hauled the 18 00 
Albury - Dynon goods on Thurs.3.11.66. 


Goldsworthy 4: Had bogie trouble while being towed 
on broad gauge and was detached at Ararat. On 
Sat.4.3.67 J520 hauled two trial trips with this loco 
and a few wagons to Great Western and return, with 
no trouble. The first run was made at 20 mph (30 
km/h) and the second at 40 mph (65 km/h). A photo 
of one of these trials was on the front cover of 
Apr.’67 DD. 

Goldsworthy 5: Arrived in Melbourne hauling an up 
standard gauge goods on Tues.14.3.67. 


Goldsworthy 6: Was delivered as WAGR K202. 


It seems that the last of the interstate loco deliveries 
was that of WAGR L273, which worked in Victoria 
until Sat.10.5.69. The opening of the Broken Hill - 
Port Pirie standard gauge line in 1970 caused further 
deliveries to be made via that route. A movement of 
foreign locos occurred in the 1970s, when NZR DA 
class locos were taken via Melbourne to Adelaide for 
rebuilding to the DC class, returning to New Zea- 
land via Melbourne. This was a large program, 
involving 70 locos over the period 1977-81, but was 
poorly documented. The initial contract was for 35 
rebuilds. The first three locos were shipped from 
Wellington on 16.6.1977 and were off loaded in 
Adelaide. May ’78 Newsrail reported the return of 
the third and fourth rebuilds (DC1553/4) through 
Nhill on Sat.25.2.78 and had photos of the shipment 
of these locos on the same ship which had just 
delivered DA1500/8 (the 18th and 19th locos for 
rebuilding). 


Newsrail 
BACK ISSUES FOR SALE 


All issues from the current issue back to June 
1985 are available at the original cover price. 
Postage and packing $1 per order. 


Also available: An incomplete range from 
May 1976 to May 1985. 


MANY ISSUES SOLD OUT 


Orders and enquiries: 


ARHS SALES 
Box 5177AA, GPO Melbourne 3001 
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Ronald the R Class and 
Kenneth the K Class 
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Above: ‘Ronald the R Class Engine’ puts on a show of 
speed as it passes through Diggers Rest with a 
special to Woodend on Sun.10.9.89. 


Below: ‘Kenneth the K Class Engine’ looks a little 
worried as it climbs Sunbury Bank with a special to 
Woodend on Sun.10.9.89. (Both photos John Dare) 


Railway Leagues 


From the eighteen-sixties until the nineteen-twenties a 
railway to a town was essential for that town to flourish. 
Railway leagues were formed in places where the rail- 
way had not yet arrived. Their function was to convince 
the government that the district could produce suffici- 
ent traffic for a line to be profitable. However, there 
were some railway leagues which had other objectives. 
Echuca and Moama were two places with such unusual 
leagues. 

In 1889 Moama was supporting proposals for build- 
ing a line from Jerilderie to Deniliquin. Moama had got 
its railway in 1876, it being a Victorian gauge line. 
Moama farmers did not qualify for the freight rebate 
that the Victorian Railways gave to river borne cargoes 
coming from, or going to, other places in New South 
Wales. Nor did they benefit from the low freight rates 
that the New South Wales Government Railways 
charged people in the Riverina who could send or 
receive their goods to or from Victoria by using the 
river steamers. However, a railway from Deniliquin to 
Jerilderie would change their position to a most favour- 
able one. The Deniliquin and Moama Railway Com- 
pany would have had to change its gauge to the New 
South Wales gauge. Then the farmers and traders 
would have had access to both railway systems and 
would have been in an excellent bargaining position, 
with freight rate reductions a certainty. 

On the other side of the Murray River the Echuca 
people had other worries. The arrival of the railway in 
1864 had produced a boom. Land prices had risen 
rapidly, as had the number of hotels. The railway had 
brought the river trade into being, making Echuca Vic- 
toria’s second busiest port. The railway took away the 
trade from the upper river in 1873. The Echuca Railway 
League was active in trying to prevent the construction 
of railway lines to down river towns. In 1889 they were 
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supporting a proposal to construct a line from Boort to 
Echuca, a line designed to stop construction of a line to 
Swan Hill. No steamers from the Riverina or the Dar- 
ling River would come up river to Echuca if a line were 
to reach Swan Hill, particularly as rail freight rebates 
would also apply to cargoes transhipped at Swan Hill. 

Signing petitions, sending deputations and provid- 
ing statistics and projected agricultural production 
figures were among the methods used to try to influ- 
ence the Colonial governments in their consideration 
of the construction of the lines. The Moama citizens 
managed to get Messrs W M Fehon and C Oliver, 
NSWGR commissioners, to stop over in Moama on 
their way to a conference in Melbourne during May 
1889. Unfortunately, the commissioners arrived a day 
early. The Moama committee had less than two hours 
in which to finalise arrangements and round up the 
people with the information. The committee members 
managed to convince the commissioners of the need 
for a New South Wales gauge line to Moama, but they 
pointed out that they would not be the ones to decide 
whether the line would be built. 

On the receiving end of the flow of petitions, deputa- 
tions and the like was the Minister for Railways. Tom 
Carbarns, in an article in the Riverine Herald for June 
17,1889, gives a picture of a typical country group visit- 
ing the Minister. The large deputation of 60 men pres- 
ent the great man with a stack of facts, reasons and 
predictions. All they get in return is a statement saying 
a survey will be made. As that delegation moves out a 
delegation of 100 men from another part of the country 
moves in to repeat the process. The lot of a Minister for 
Railways was not easy when the railway could make a 
town or a district. 


The references for this article were the Riverine Herald, 
May 9-10, June 17, 1889. 


With a load of four ‘D’ vans and a three-car ‘N’ set, A73 leaves Bendigo with the 11 20 up ‘mixed’ on Mon.31.7.89. 


(Gavin McLaughlan) 
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R CLASS TO CRIB POINT 


Above: Crowds throng at Crib Point platform to witness the first visit 
of R707 south of Frankston onto the Peninsula branch line on 
Sat.14.10.89. 


Below: DRC42 leaves Crib Point with a local service as R707 simmers 


in the loop before returning to Frankston with a shuttle service 
on Sat.14.10.89. (Both photos John Dare) 
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STONY POINT CENTENARY 


Above: To celebrate the centenary of the Stony Point line on Sun.17.12.89, 58RM turned back the clock when the Met 
rostered it to operate the shuttle service from Frankston, seen here approaching Leawarra. 


Below: 58RM arrives at Stony Point at the end of its run from Frankston. 


Opposite page: K163 waits to haul the special train to Stony Point to celebrate the centenary, while 58RM and T395 
wait in Frankston yard. on Sun.17.12.89. (All photos John Dare) 
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The Bike Ride 


The Great Victorian Bike ride for 1989 started from 
Yarrawonga on Sat.2.12. Seven trains were used to 
convey the cyclists from Melbourne and were sche- 
duled to leave Spencer Street at 05 50, 06 20, 07 10, 08 
30, 09 30, 11 05 and 11 30. Six trains were scheduled to 
depart Yarrawonga for Melbourne as empty cars with a 
seventh consisting of freight vans only to run as far as 
Benalla. Yarrawonga departure times were scheduled 
at 1115, 12 25, 15 15, 16 40, 17 55 and vans only at 18 30. 
Generally down trains ran to schedule as far as Benalla 
except for the fourth which was delayed by the regular 
down Cobram pass. as far as Seymour. Beyond 
Benalla, the Yarrawonga line is worked with train ord- 
ers. St James was opened for the day as a train order 
crossing station. The loop at St James is staff locked 
and so was worked for the day by two signalmen with a 
master key each. The up trains were delayed at Yarra- 
wonga because of slow unloading. As the day went on, 
the number of trains being issued with train orders led 
to more delays as drivers attempted to confirm their 
orders over a congested radio network. Four crosses 
were scheduled at St James and further delays 
occurred because of the arrangements there. Obser- 
vations on the day are detailed below. 


X41-X47-N14-Z58-5xD on 8387 down special 
through Seymour at 07 11. 

A81-A71-N5-Z54-5xD on 8389 down special through 
Seymour at 07 34 (3 minutes late). 

N454-N464-SH22-SH24-PH452-SH23-6xVLCX on 
8391 down special arrived at Seymour at 08 34 
and crossed 8310 up Albury pass. with 
A60-A77-D-N19-Z57 which arrived at 08 47. 8391 
departed at 08 50 (4 minutes early). 

N465-D-N9 on 8305 down Albury pass. arrived at 
Seymour at 09 23. 

A70-D-Z53 on 8308 up Cobram pass. arrived at 
Seymour at 09 52. 


N452-N463-SH26-PH-SH25-ACZ251-ALCX- 
5xVLCX on 8393 down special through Seymour 
2 minutes early at 09 57. N472-D-N15 on 8307 
down Cobram pass. departed Seymour at 11 00 
(37 minutes late) and the down Cobram Hirail 
vehicle followed it out 5 minutes later. 

N462-N458-LH32-PH-LH33-D-4xVLCX on 8395 
down special through Seymour at 11 21 (22 
minutes late). 

N471-X32-N6-Z55-5xD on 8397 down special 
through Seymour 3 minutes late at 12 20. 

A7T-A60-N4-Z57-N19-5xD on 8399 down special 
through Seymour on time at 12 45. This was 
formed by the arrival of the up Albury at Spencer 
Street with the addition of set N4. 


8386 up special was noted at Avenel at 13 56 with 
A71-A81. 


N455-P22-P15-SH30 ran 8317 down Seymour pass. 
with the locos in the depot by 14 10. 

8388 up special through Seymour at 16 45 (30 
minutes late) with X41-X47. 

8390 up special with N458-N462 through Seymour 
44 minutes late at 18 11 with N458-N462. 

N465 on 8332 up Albury pass. arrived at Seymour at 
18 34. 

A70-N453-Z53 on 8325 down Albury pass. departed 
Seymour at 19 07. 

N??2-2xN sets-D on 8335 down Cobram pass. 
departed Seymour at 19 26. 8392 up special with 
X32-N471-A77 through Seymour 92 minutes late 
at 19 33. 

8394 up special through Seymour 87 minutes late at 
20 20 with N463-N452. 

8396 up special arrived at Seymour at 21 24 (64 
minutes late) where SH22 was detached. Train 
locos were N464-N454. 


X41-X47 leave Yarrawonga with one of the up empty bike trains on Sat.2.12.89. (Hugo van den Berghe) 
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Operations 


GENERAL 


Timetable alterations: Planned timetable alterations 
were to come into effect on Sun.3.12. Briefly the major 
alterations are as follows: 


* The Sunday goods train from Korumburra to Spots- 
wood and return is cancelled. 

* The down Overland (8141) is altered to depart 
Spencer Street at 21 00 and run later to Horsham 
then as per the Master Train Plan. 

* The Seymour 600 hp DRC is to be replaced by 
B-2xMTH-CP for weekday and weekend runs. 

* The 14 05 down Bacchus Marsh to depart at 13 54 
and arrive at 15 00. 

* The up Vinelander to depart Mildura at 21 35. 

* The 18 45 up Bendigo to depart earlier at 18 30 to 
provide connections with the Overland. 

* The 13 40 up Bairnsdale on Saturday to depart at 
13 05. 

* The 17 25 up Bairnsdale on Sunday to depart at 
17 00. 


SOUTH WEST 


Mt Gambier news: On Fri.8.12 carriages Goulburn 
and Jnman arrived at Mt Gambier on a freight ex Gee- 
long. The carriages were attached for a rail enthusiasts’ 
group. On Sat.9.12 the group travelled from Mt Gam- 


bier to Portland and return on RC257 (AN Bluebird). 
This is possibly the first Bluebird to run in Victoria 
under its own power. The group left Mt Gambier on 
Sun.10.12 by bus to Warrnambool where they boarded 
8280 pass. to Spencer Street. 

As reported in Dec.89 Newsrail, twin 930 class seem 
to be a thing of the past on the North Geelong - 
Mt Gambier goods service. At present the normal is 
one V/Line and one AN loco. Some sightings are 
listed: 


Mon.30.10, B75-703 up and down service. 
Thurs.2.11, 938-S301. 

Mon.6.11, 939-T397-B80. 

Thurs.9.11, B65-701 on the down, 963-B65 on the up. 
Tues. 14.11, X49-939 on the down, 705-X49 on the up. 
Wed.22.11 and Fri.24.11 939-52. 

Tues.28.11, X50-B75. 

Fri.1.12, X52-931 up and down service. 

Mon.4.12, X50-702 up and down service. 

Fri.8.12, 938-T405 up and down service. 


Wed.13.12 and Fri.15.12 T385-963 up and down 
service. 


Tues.19.12, 706-T385 up and down service. 
Thurs.21.12, T385-S310 up and down service. 
Fri.22.12, T380-702 up and down service. 


Bluebird railcar Kestrel at the Portland Loco area on Sat.9.12.89. The other locos in the yard are: $307, X36, G512, 


G529 and Y138. (F Jones) 


Wes} 
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WEST 


Western passenger trains: Almost all trains beyond 
Ararat are hauled by N class locos with As featuring 
once or twice a week. The monotony is relieved by an 
X once or twice a month and occasionally an S or B 
double-heads with an N. 


Local goods: The Dimboola/Horsham oil train is nor- 
mally operates with additional container or grain 
wagons. Early in 1989 the main locos on this train were 
H class locos. In July and August the locos mainly used 
were S class locos. From September B class locos have 
returned to the west — often one of the VR liveried 
variety. The main western line between Dimboola and 
Serviceton which has no manned stations, and sees no 
local revenue trains other than grain, has been quite 
busy during November. The major reason for the in- 
crease in activity during November was the relaying of 
sleepers in this section of line. On Mon.13.11, B80 was 
noted on an empty sleeper train entering Dimboola 
yard at 15 50. Sleepers were discharged between Nhill 
and Gerang Gerung. Also noted was B64 stabled in the 
yard at Dimboola on the same day. On Fri.24.11 at 
Dimboola B64 was stabled on the turntable while X36 
was at the head ofa rake of sleeper wagons at 19 30. On 
Mon.27.11 B64 ran light engine through Nhill towards 
Diapur at 15 05. On Wed.29.11 X36 was sighted run- 
ning round a rake of ballast wagons at Salisbury loop at 
09 45. Further down the line at Gerang Gerung, H3 was 
sighted light engine, waiting for a green flag from work- 
men. A visit to Dimboola on Sun.3.12 revealed 
A85-2xN sets on the up pass., stabled adjacent was 
G537 on a down grain, on the goods shed road N473-N 
set was stabled, X36 on a down ballast was on the next 
road and at the down end of the yard X42-B65 were 
stabled on an up empty ballast in the loop while T392 
was stabled next to it. On Tues.12.12 X54-S306 were 
stabled at Nhill at 13 22 on the GEB sidings while a rake 
of VHGF’s were being loaded. 


City of Stawell: To celebrate Stawell’s declaration as a 
city N467 was named City of Stawell on Sun.12.11. The 
loco ran special trips with an N set between Deep Lead 
and Great Western loops. It ran to Stawell from Dim- 
boola, having run the down pass. on Sat.11.11. It then 
ran the up pass. from Dimboola on Mon.13.11. 
Sunraysia: A meeting between V/Line officials and 
Mildura Shire Councillors has revealed that the Sun- 
raysia day train has not been the success it was 
expected to be. The Shire President said that V/Line 
was considering a different mix of train and bus ser- 
vices to and from Melbourne. 


Yelta grain trains: Wheat trains from Yelta run express 
through Mildura to Carwarp usually double-headed by 
G class locos and picking up en-route to Geelong. 
Alcohol restricted: Sales of alcohol on the Sunraysia 
have been restricted to the hours of 11 00 to 14 30 with 
only low alcohol beverages available. No alcohol is 
available on the Vinelander. 


NORTH 


Bendigo depot visits: 


Sun.22.10, H3, N466, 469, S317, T385, X41, Y161, J541. 
Sun.29.10, B76, S311, 312, Y161, J541. 
Sun.5.11, N452, T407, X32, 53, Y161, J541. 
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Sun.12.11, N472, $301, T407, X36, Y161, J541. 
Sun.19.11, N464, S310, X41, 46, 53, Y161, J541. 
Sun.26.11, N455, T386, X39, 46, 47, 53, 54, Y161, J541. 


Echuca news: X and T class locos still provide the 
mainstay power of this line with other classes making 
occasional appearances when a grain program is being 
run. 


Wed.1.11, X42-T399 ran 9064 up goods. 

Thurs.2.11, X31-T407 ran 9064 up goods. 

Fri.3.11, X41-5x VHGF-VOCX-8xVHGEF arrived from 
across the border at 13 20. X41-T404 ran 9064 goods 
departing Echuca at 16 50. 

Mon.6.11, X32-T407 ran 9064 up goods departing 
Echuca at 16 00. 

Wed.8.11, T368 ran a down block grain train departing 
Echuca at 06 00 and returned at 13 14 as 
T368-17xVHGF. X31-T368 ran 9064 up goods 
departing Echuca at 17 25. G533-G537 ran an up 
bulk brown rice train later that evening. 

Thurs.9.11, X32 ran 9064 up goods solo departing 
Echuca at 17 00. G527 ran an up bulk brown rice 
train later that evening. 

Fri.10.11, X43-T377 ran 9064 up goods departing 
Echuca at 17 15. 

Mon.13.11, X36-T407 ran 9064 up goods. S312-X52 ran 
an up block grain departing at 19 40. 

Tues. 14.11, X40-14xVHGF left on a down train at 06 00 
and returned to Echuca at 12 39. T397 left on a down 
train at 10 55 and returned at 15 50. S301-X53 
departed on an up block grain at 17 00. 

Wed.15.11, X36 ran a down train departing Echuca at 
09 35 and returning on the up at 17 03. X50-X51 ran 
an up block grain train departing at 19 5S. 

Mon.20.11, X41 ran 9064 up goods solo departing at 
16 15. 

Tues.21.11, T410 went across the border at 09 30 
returning on the up at 13 25. T399 was in the yard at 
16 45 so presumably these two locos took out 9064 
up goods. 

Wed.22.11, X41-40xVHGEF left on a down block grain 
train at 06 17. X41-T377 ran 9064 up goods from 
Echuca. 

Thurs.23.11, X35-17xVHGF left on the down at 07 18 
and returned at 14 35 as X35-16xVHGF. 

Tues.28.11, X34-18xVHGEF ran a down train departing 
Echuca at 06 40 and returning at 15 05 as K34- 
36xVHGF. 

Wed.29.11, X40-13xVHGF departed on the down at 08 
00 and X40 returned light engine at 10 10. 

Fri.1.12, X32-T375 ran 9064 up goods. 

Mon.4.12, Tongala switch left at 06 30, X31-19xVHGF 
arrived at 11 35 on an up train and T400 arrived at 
16 02 on another up train. 

Wed.6.12, X31-16xVHGF-6xV ZS X-17xVHGF left on 
a down train at 06 54, X31-10xVHGF-9xVZSXK 
arrived on the up at 13 00. 

Thurs.7.12, X34-T368 arrived from Bendigo at 06 04. 

Fri.8.12, X32-23xVHGF left on a down train at 06 20, 
arrived back as X32-28xVHGEF at 12 02. 

Mon.11.12, X34-T410 at Echuca, there was no service 
to NSW this day. 

Wed. 13.12, X43-25xVHGEF arrived on an up train at 13 
05. 
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Bendigo news: The Bridgewater line sees little use 
these days with most trains beyond Inglewood using 
the cross country line from Dunolly. Trains to Bridge- 
water usually operate Bendigo - Bridgewater and 
return. On Thurs.26.10 H3-2xVDFX-6xVHGF ran a 
down goods to Bridgewater departing Bendigo at 09 56. 
On Mon.30.10 §311-S312-14xVHGF-2xD-VBCW- 
4xVOFX-14xVHGEF arrived from Swan Hill at 19 10. 
The same locos ran a block grain from Piangil on 
Wed.1.11 with 22xVHGEF arriving at Bendigo at 19 17. 
On Thurs.2.11, 9064 up goods departed Bendigo for 
Melbourne at 20 03 with X31-T407-P17 providing the 
power, P17 being attached at Bendigo. 9080 up goods 
from Swan Hill arrived as X46-T385-T402-2x VBCW- 
VLCX-19xVTQF-15xVHGEF at 21 40. T399 was added 
to this train with additional loading from Bendigo. 


On Mon.6.11, H2 was part of the power for 9080 
goods when it arrived from Swan Hill at 15 40 as X53- 
H2-4xD-3xVLCX-12xVHGF. Double Ts were sighted 
on 9080 goods on Wed.8.11 when T393-T369 operated 
the train into Bendigo, arriving at 19 36. Double Ts 
were again the order on Tues.14.11 when T400-T409 
operated 9080 goods arriving in Bendigo at 18 00. 
Earlier T396-2xVOFX ran a down train to Bridgewater, 
departing Bendigo at 14 45. On Fri.17.11 X46-S310-D- 
VLCX-VBCW-2xVHGF-4xVQCX-20xVHGEF arrived 
from Swan Hill at 19 07 and on Mon.20.11 double Xs 
were utilised on an up block grain from Swan Hill. 
X46-S310-H3 arriving in Bendigo at 19 18. On Thurs. 
23.11 a quad ran 9080 up goods arriving in Bendigo at 
18 42 with locos X46-S310-T395-H5 whilst the follow- 
ing Thurs.30.11 a triple ran 9080 goods with X51-X53- 
T386-3x VHGF-D-3x VHGF-VBCW-7xVZSX-15x 
VTQF-VFJX-18xVHGEF arriving in Bendigo at 19 09. 


On Thurs.7.12 a triple-header operated the up Swan 
Hill goods with G5S39-H2-T385 seen passing through 
Eaglehawk at 19 10. 9064 up Echuca goods that night 
was operated by X34-T368 noted at North Bendigo at 
19 45. On Fri.8.12 the 18 30 (8065) pass. had N470-Z 
set(5 car)-2xD and arrived 5 minutes early at Bendigo 
at 20 40. An unusual sight on Sat.9.12 were 
G547-X48-39x VHGF, noted on an up block grain train 
at California Gully at 18 00. This was the first recorded 
sighting of a goods train on a Saturday for a number of 
years. The down Swan Hill pass. the same night had 
N475-N19-D and arrived in Bendigo 4 minutes early at 
19 53. The 8046 up pass. on Wed.13.12 was provided by 
X44-D-N and departed on time with an arrival at 
Spencer Street at 13 22. That night the 18 30 (8065) 
pass. was double-headed with N464-X34. 8043 down 
Swan Hill pass. on Thurs.14.12 was 23 minutes late into 
Bendigo with a consist of N469-D346-D328-Z set(4 
car)-D341. Earlier that evening S312-S317-S300 was 
noted on a block grain train in Bendigo yard. Out at 
Eaglehawk T406-T402 with an up plant train came off 
the Bridgewater line at 22 05. 


Two trains on the Bridgewater line on the same day 
make a rare occurrence now but it happened on 
Fri.22.12 when 9041 block grain to Bridgewater 
departed Bendigo at 09 07 behind X45-S317-S311. 
S311-S317-X45 returned as 1214 up block grain at 17 35 
and departed for Maryborough at 19 55. The other train 
on the Bridgewater line was 9001 ballast to Mananga- 
tang which departed Bendigo at 05 38 and arrived back 
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at 18 22 with X40 in charge. 9064 goods from Echuca 
arrived behind X35-T386 at 18 22 and were added at 
Bendigo for the run to Melbourne. Another day of two 
trains on the Bridgewater line occurred on Fri.29.12 
when G513-G536-20xVHGF ran an up block grain 
from Bridgewater seen at Eaglehawk at 14 17 - 14 25 
with an arrival in Bendigo at 14 39. The other train was 
a special pass. with an X class loco. Included in the con- 
sist were Goulburn and 2 wooden sleeping carriages. It 
is believed that the train originated at Boort earlier that 
morning. The 8081 down Swan Hill pass. on Sun.31.12 
had A81-A73-X46. The X was being conveyed to Swan 
Hill to replace A71 which failed the night before while 
running the 8061 pass. with an N class loco. The return 
working of the Swan Hill pass. was A73-A81A71 
(dead). 


NORTH EAST 

Shepparton goods: During November the up Sheppar- 
ton block oil (9260) and the up Shepparton goods 
(9332) have been combined, running to the schedule of 
9332 17 10 ex Shepparton. This was to allow line main- 
tenance to be carried out during the day. The most in- 
teresting aspect of this combined running was that tri- 
ple T class made regular appearances on this train. 
Some of the recorded sightings at Mangalore were: 
Mon.6.11, T379-T376-T382, Wed.15.11, T388-T360- 
T390 and Wed.22.11, T397-T400-T402. The first H 
class reported in the area was sighted on Thurs.9.11 as 
H3-T376 on an up goods. On Sun.3.12 at Shepparton 
T377 (VR) was stabled on a down goods and adjacent 
also stabled on a down goods was H2-H3 probably the 
first double-header of the class in the area. 


Special trains: On Sat.18.11 Y133 towed 10CM-427M- 
HD74-MT200-ZL2 from Spotswood to Seymour for 
storage. On Sat.25.11 J515-3BCE-16ABE-2AE-30AE- 
Yarra operated from Seymour to Numurkah for the 
families and friends of workers associated with the 
ARHS Museum, Seymour Loco Steam Preservation 
Group and 707 Operations. On Fri.1.12 the only Y class 
allowed to operate on the main line, Y133, ran a special 
train to Benalla and return to Seymour. Included in the 
consist on the down was No.3 sleeper, horse box, ZL 
van, Tait motor and parcels coach. The horse box hada 
speed limit of 45 km/h. Y133-parcel coach was sighted 
on the up at Mangalore at 15 56. 


Mangalore news: Multiple loco lash-ups continue to be 
a highlight of the operations on the North East. On 
Thurs.16.11, N453-S300 ran 8318 up Albury pass. 
sighted at Mangalore at 14 50 running behind time. On 
Fri.17.11 the 17 15 down Albury was sighted at 18 46 
with A70-X47.Included in the consist was Norman. On 
Sun.19.11, A85-X31 passed by at 11 25 on the down 
Albury. B80 operated solo on a down goods on 
Tues.21.11, sighted at 04 35 and one week later was 
sighted on the down empty steel at 22 03. On 
Wed.22.11, X??-S301-H2 operated the up steel train 
and on Wed.29.11, B80 ran the up Wodonga block oil. 

During December X class locos predominated 
on North East passenger services. Sightings are as 
follows: 


Fri.1.12, N464-PCO-Norman at 19 53 on a down special 
pass. to Avenel which returned through Mangalore 
at 00 20 on Sat.2.12. 
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Mon.4.12, N463-X32 at 10 10 on 8305 down pass. 

Wed.6.12, A85-X43 at 13 17 on 8311 down pass. 

Fri.8.12, X41 at 20 12 on 8327 down Cobram pass. 

Sat.9.12, X41 at 09 44 on 8308 up Cobram pass. X44 at 
19 56 on 8335 down Cobram pass. 

Sun.10.12, N460-X41 on 8339 down Albury pass. and at 
17 00 A71-X41 on 8326 up Albury pass. X44 at 18 41 
on 8330 up Cobram pass. 

Mon.11.12, X39 at 09 58 on 8305 down Albury pass., 
X44-X41 at 13 37 on 8311 down Albury pass., at 15 00 
X39 on 8318 up Albury pass. and at 18 30 X44 on 
8334 up Albury pass. 

Tues.12.12, X47-N460 at 13 20 on 8311 down Albury 
pass. 

Thurs. 14.12, S311 at 14 55 on 8318 up Albury pass. 

Fri.15.12, X54-S301 at 09 51 on 8305 down Albury pass. 
and at 14 46 X40 on 8318 up Albury pass. 

Sat.16.12, X54-S311 at 19 31 on 8335 down Cobram 
pass. 

Sun.17.12, $311-X54 at 18 40 on 8330 up Cobram pass., 
at 19 37 B76-A77 on 8343 down Albury pass. 

Mon. 18.12, X40 at 14 55 on 8318 up Albury pass. 

Fri.22.12, N464-X53 at 18 20 on 8334 up Albury pass. 

Sat.23.12, A66-X38-X39 at 09 28 on 8305 down Albury 
pass., N475-X44 at 10 46 on 8324 up Cobram pass., 
A66-X48 at 18 28 on 8332 up Albury pass. and X31 at 
19 40 on 8335 down Cobram pass. 

Sun.24.12, X31 at 18 30 on 8330 up Cobram pass. 

Tues.26.12, X42 at 09 45 on 8308 up Cobram pass., 
N460-H set at 10 18 on 8307 down Cobram pass., 
X48-X54 at 13 26 on 8311 down Albury pass., 
X54-X48 at 18 27 on 8334 up Albury pass., X31 at 
18 45 on 8321 down Albury pass. 

Wed.27.12, X31 at 08 45 on 8310 up Albury pass., 
N456-X44 at 09 34 on 8305 down Albury pass., 
X31-N455 at 13 30 on 8311 down Albury pass. 

Fri.29.12, X32-N472 at 13 32 on 8331 down Albury pass. 

Sat.30.12, T374-T383 at 09 42 on 8308 up Cobram pass., 
X44 at 19 33 on 8307 down Cobram pass. 

Sun.31.12, X44 at 18 38 on 8330 up Cobram pass. 


Freight working in the area has seen a variety of loco 
power used with the ageless B class frequent visitors to 
the North East. Freight sightings recorded during the 
month are as follows: 


Mon.4.12, A60 at 07 26 on up Benalla goods conveying 
empty VLCXs from the bike ride specials the previ- 
ous Saturday. B75 at 23 09 on down empty steel 
train. 

Tues.5.12, B75-T??? at 21 08 on up NE goods, B65 at 21 
36 on down empty steel train. 

Wed.6.12, X45-B65 at 22 36 on 9334 up steel train. 

Thurs.14.12, B65 at 23 38 on 9350 down oil. 

Fri.15.12, S313-S301 at 21 30 on up NE goods, B61 at 
22 55 on down empty steel train, X54-B76 at 22 20 on 
9334 up steel train. 

Tues.19.12, B61 at 20 47 on up NE goods, B64 at 21 11 
on down empty steel train. 

Wed.20.12, X45-Y152 at 21 27 on up NE goods, 
X50-B64-T379 at 22 28 on up steel train. 


8302 pass.: The 05 45 (8302) pass. from Seymour was 
listed in the Master Train Plan (WTT) as a DRC prior 
to Sun.3.12. In reality it was usually loco hauled, nor- 
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mally by a single T class with 2xMTH trailers. As from 
Sun.3.12 this train has been officially recognised as a 
loco hauled train. The types of locos used varied, but it 
has been dominated by B class locos; in particular blue 
and gold B75 was used regularly. During the latter half 
of December the consist was changed in that a MTH 
trailer was exchanged for a blue AE car, so some morn- 
ings the consist was blue and gold B class loco, orange 
CP van, blue AE car and orange and silver MTH trailer. 
Locos sighted during December are as follows: 
Fri.1.12 T401 Thurs.14.12 P20 

Wed.6.12 P20 Mon.18.12 B64 

Thurs.7.12 B65? (or 75) =Tues.19.12 T397-P15 
Fri.8.12 T388-T397 Wed.20.12 P15 

Mon.11.12 B75 Thurs.21.12 T402-T403 
Tues.12.12 P20 Fri.22.12 B75 

Wed.13.12 B75-S311 

Other Seymour pass. highlights during December 
were: Mon.4.12, T405-T371 in charge of 8329 down; 
Mon.18.12, S311-P11 in charge of 8319 down and 
Tues.26.12, B76 on 8317 pass. running to Sat. only 
MTP (Master Train Plan. 

The best sighting of December occurred on 
Fri.22.12 when J515 ran 8306 up pass. and returned on 
8333 down pass. On the up journey the consist was 
J515-H set-P22 (providing power for the H set). P22 
failed on the up side of Kilmore East resulting in loss of 
lighting and air-conditioning in the H set yet 8306 was 
still 8 minutes early at Broadmeadows. It is not known 
what loco was used to provide head-end power on the 
down journey. 


Delayed pass.: On Fri.29.12, N??? on the down 
Cobram (8327) hit a cow that strayed onto the line near 
Donnybrook. The N class managed to limp into Sey- 
mour where double Ts, T383-T374 from the up Shep- 
parton goods were substituted for the N. The pass. was 
noted at Mangalore at 20 20, 40 minutes late. Double X 
class locos sent from Melbourne to rescue the pass. 
were instead utilised on the up Shepparton goods. 


Kyabram news: Briquettes are keeping this line open 
and with natural gas due in the area in mid 1991 it will 
be interesting to see what will happen to this line. On 
Thurs.2.11, T408-7xVOFX arrived from Echuca at 
09 48 and returned with 9x VOFX (empty). The same 
day EM100 ran through on the down at 13 30 and 
returned on the up later that day. On Tues.28.11, 
T407-8xVOFX arrived at 09 51 and departed at 10 15 
with empty VOFXs. On Tues.5.12, T393 operated the 
train from Echuca. On Tues.12.12, RT28 was removed 
from Kyabram after not being used for the previous 
twelve months. 


STANDARD GAUGE 


Mangalore sightings: The highlights during late 
November were the number of triple-headers sighted 
on the ‘gauge’. On Sun.12.11, G520-G524-G518 passed 
through at 19 54 on an up goods and with daylight sav- 
ing provided a good photo opportunity. At 15 51 on 
Wed.15.11 C505-T411 ran a down goods. Thurs.16.11, 
X37 ran through at 07 04 with an up goods. On 
Tues.21.11 an interesting combination was sighted at 
04 35 when 8166-T411 operated an up goods. On 
Fri.24.11 an all V/Line combination of X37-T411 went 
through at 16 50 with a down goods. Three types of 
loco on the one train occurred on Sat.25.11 when 
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G522-8176-X37 passed through at 20 00 on an up goods and 
on Sun.26.11 the Sydney Express was double-headed 
with 8178-8169 passing by at 21 28. 

December’s highlights include on Sun.3.12, 8180- 
8175 through Mangalore at 14 02 on a down goods with 
T411 being removed from the train at Seymour. On 
Fri.8.12 at 09 09 G520-T411-X37 ran an up goods and 
G521-G522 passed by at 10 22 with the down Intercapi- 
tal Daylight. Another triple occurred on Thurs.21.12 
when G522-X37-T411 went by at 18 20 with a down 
goods. T411-X37 returned on an up goods on Fri.22.12 
sighted at 05 40. On Thurs.28.12, 42210 passed through 
at 07 34 on an up goods and later that day was noted at 
2106 on a down goods. The same day at 13 14 X37-8168 
(dead) passed by on a down goods followed at 15 15 by 
CS505-C504 on another down goods. Later that night 
the Sydney Express was double-headed with locos 
8172-8175 seen at 21 24. On Fri.29.12, 8177 was noted at 
11 49 down special of empty cars on Southern Cross 
carriages. 


EAST 


Traralgon depot: This depot is the only one on the 
main Gippsland line and approximately 28 crews are 
stationed there. Visits to the depot on five occasions 
during December are listed. 


Sun.3.12. RT24, 27, 35, 36, T334 (Ozride), 386, 378, 387, 
X52, X34, $310, S311, T405. 

Wed.13.12. A73, 71, B75, T368, 378, 334 (Ozride), 
RT24, 27, 35, 36, N457. 

Sun.17.12. X32, 44, 45, 46, RT24, 27, 35, T334 (Ozride), 
407, 378, 379, B65, $312. 

Sun.24.12. RT24, 27,35, 36, X41, 52, T334 (Ozride), 378. 

Sat.30.12. RT24, 27, 35, 36, X49, T371, 334 (Ozride), 
378, 386, S317. 


Warragul news: News from the Warragul area is as 
follows: 


On Tues.14.11, No.8415, the 13 33 down Sale arrived 
at Warragul 19 late at 15 19, and No.4067, the 13 54 
down Warragul was only 5 late at 15 31. The same 
trains on Tues.28.11 were 23 late, and 10 late at War- 
ragul. 

* No.4083, the 17 53 down Warragul has been keeping 
much better time and its stabling has not signifi- 
cantly delayed No.8431, the 18 05 down Bairnsdale. 
A few observations include Tues.14.11 — 4083 on 
time stabling completed at 19 35, 8431 at signal at 19 
35 at platform 1 late at 19 39, Mon.20.11 — 4083, 1 
early, 8431 at signal at 19 34, admitted to platform at 
19 40, but on many occasions 8431 was not delayed 
more than a minute, if at all. On Mon.18.12 indus- 
trial action by shunters delayed trains, causing 4083 
to be 10 late (1935) and 8431, after a wait at the signal 
arrived 11 late at 19 49. 

* On Sat.18.11, No.8427, the 17 16 down Traralgon 
with S301-N473-D-N set was 2 early at Warragul 
after a good run, and a quick crew change at Paken- 
ham with 8438. 

* On Wed.29.11, No.8421, the 15 45 down Traralgon 
arrived at Warragul 20 late at 17 48. 

* On Wed.6.12 the 06 50 up Traralgon left Warragul 
22 late at 07 58, and 8412, the 06 05 up Bairnsdale was 
15 late at 08 51. 
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* On Sun.17.12 a special 3 car Hitachi set arrived at 
Warragul at 12 40. This was a chartered ‘party’ train 
with lunch on the platform and using the former 
refreshment rooms. It left on the up at 14 32. This 
was the first use of electricity for traction (from the 
overhead wires) on a Sunday since the withdrawal of 
the L class locos (as far as is known). 

* On Wed.20.12 industrial action over the new Met- 
Ticket stopped all trains in the metro area for part of 
the day. Trains ran to and from Nar Nar Goon dur- 
ing the stoppage, with services beyond to and from 
Melbourne by bus. The Sale train was replaced by a 
bus for its entire run. 

* On Sun.24.12 only one of the three trains ran beyond 
Traralgon (normally two), Mon.25.12 saw only two 
trains with none beyond Traralgon and Tues.26.12 
had a Saturday timetable plus an extra up train leav- 
ing Warragul at 19 19. 


Unusual loco: The 16 58 (8423) down Traralgon pass. is 
usually hauled by an N class loco and on rare occasions 
an A class. However on Mon.4.12 the loco was X44. 


METROPOLITAN 


Syndal accident: On Mon.20.11 a rear end collision 
occurred at Syndal when the 07 49 up Glen Waverley 
ran into the back of another up train standing at the 
platform at Syndal. Defective doors on the front train 
had prevented it from leaving the platform. About 30 
people were injured in the accident mostly with only 
minor injuries. The line was not opened to traffic until 
the following day. Carriages involved were: 


07 46 up Comeng set 378M (west-T-M-319M-1010T- 
320M (damaged) 

07 49 Hitachi set 90M (severely damaged) -1928T 
(derailed) -73M (derailed)-162M-1940T (derailed)- 
197M. 


Surrey Hills: On Tues.31.10 a down plant train passed 
at 03 21, two Ts hauling a brakevan, about 12 hopper 
wagons (VHWA or VHMY?) and another brakevan. 
On Thurs.2.11 a down ballast train was working 
through Surrey Hills at 01 31, two Ts, brakevan, 
VHMY hopper wagons, brakevan. On Sat.4.11 down 
trains were diverted via platform 3 at Camberwell while 
a Steamrail special to Bacchus Marsh occupied 
platform 2. On Sun.26.11, during the afternoon, down 
Surrey Hills suburban trains used the down line and up 
trains used the centre line. 


Long Island steel trains: Some unusual combinations 
of locos have operated this train recently. Examples are 
Sat.11.11, X41-H3 ran 9529 down and 9530 up steel 
trains; Mon.20.11, C506-C503-931 ran 9167 extra steel 
train from Long Island to Port Adelaide; Tues.21.11, 
C510-X49 worked 9167 steel train from Long Island to 
Port Adelaide and 9529 down and 9345 up trains were 
worked by HS. On Wed.22.11 X43-H4 worked 9531 
goods to Long Island where the locos were stabled 
until the next morning when they ran 9520 as H4-X43. 
On Thurs.23.11, S301-X49-H2 worked 9167 up Long 
Island steel train. 


During December B class locos made several 
appearances in the area. On Sat.2.12 B61-S300-S311 
powered 9334 goods while the later train, 9529 was 
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powered by single B75. Mon.4.12 saw BL32-T375(VR)- 
T385(VR) operate 9334 goods while B76 ran 9529 
goods. Tues.5.12 and X48-X32 ran 9334 and H5-B65 
ran 9529 goods. On Thurs.7.12, 9334 had B65- 
X45-T397 and 9529 used B75. On Mon.11.12 G526-706 
ran 9334 with B65 on 9529. The following Mon.18.12, 
G537-C509 made an appearance on 9334 while on 
Tues.19.12 Bs were back when B76-X54 ran 9334 and 
B64 ran 9529 goods. The first quad sighted for the 
month occurred on Wed.20 when $312-S300-T393-B76 
ran 9334 goods. 


West Footscray sightings: An hour spent at West 
Footscray on the morning of Sat.18.11 proved to be in- 
teresting. At 07 40, BL26-701 went through on the up 
with 9146 Adelaide to Melbourne superfreighter fol- 
lowed 5 minutes later by 963-S312-S317 on 9170 Ade- 
laide to Melbourne express goods. At 08 06, G520 
passed on the up with the Brisbane to Dynon goods, 
then the next train through at 08 20 was G522 on the 
Flemington Sidings — Dynon goods. N469-G541 
passed through at 08 30 on 9148 Adelaide to Mel- 
bourne superfreighter. At 08 37 G515-C501 arrived on 
9522 Tottenham Yard goods from Long Island. At 
08 46 the action switched to the ‘gauge’ when 8166 on 
the up Melbourne Express passed and 4 minutes later at 
08 50 the down Jntercapital Daylight went through, thus 
ending a very pleasant hour trackside. 


Tottenham yard: Some time spent at Tottenham yard 
on Wed.20.12 provided plenty of variety in the way of 


Brand new G543, the last of the current order, at South Dynon 
prior to entering service. Fri.1.12.89. 
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locos, both V/Line and interstate units. Sightings are 
as follows: 


07 12 
07 20 
07 25 
08 35 
08 50 
08 55 
09 00 
09 30 
13 00 


C504-X37 on an up standard gauge goods. 
8180 on an up standard gauge goods. 
BL35-704 on 9146 up superfreighter. 
BL33-N472 on 9148 up superfreighter. 
8172 down Intercapital Daylight. 

706-T385 on 9192 up Mt Gambier goods. 
G521 on up standard gauge goods. 

T396 on up ballast from Deer Park. 


X42-T401-T404-T396-T385-706 on 9249 down 
goods to Geelong. 


X37-T411 down light engines on the standard 
gauge. 


C510-963-938 on 9150 up goods from Adelaide. 
C505-C504 on down standard gauge goods. 


15 40 


15 50 


Overhead down: On Tues.26.12 during a wild storm 
the overhead wires between Carrum and Seaford were 
brought down by strong winds. An up Hitachi set was 
damaged after running over the dead section of wire, 
with three of the four pantographs being bent and man- 
gled. After the three pantographs were cut off, the set 
managed to limp to Carrum where T402 met it after 
running wrong line from Chelsea. T402 then hauled 
the Hitachi set to Melbourne passing Chelsea at 16 00. 


A66 in its new Olympic livery at Ballarat on Fri.22.12.89. (Both 
photos John Green) 


a) ey 
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Rollingstock 


SH -LH sets: With the introduction of BIH carriages in 
1989, SH/LH sets consisted of SH21, 22, 23, 24 and 25 
all 4 cars BCH-BIH-BH-BTH (short). SH26, 27, 28, 29, 
30 and 31 all 3 cars BCH-BH-BTH (short). LH32 BCH- 
BIH-BH-BTH (long although BIH is short). LH33 
Socimi set BCH-BH-BTH (long). Sets SH22 and SH27 
have been repainted in the newer style V/Line livery. 
All BIH cars were issued to traffic in this livery. FSH21 
was outshopped from Newport by Tues. 19.12 with cars 
121BCH, 141BH and 161BTH repainted, the fourth car 
181BIH had not been repainted. The set was reclassi- 
fied from SH21. Other sets repainted are four car SH24 
and three car SH27 which is unlabelled. 


S class locos: S302 was out of use for six weeks during 
Oct/Nov at Seymour undergoing cab modifications. 
As well on Wed.29.11, S301, 306, 310, 311, 313 and 317 
were at Dynon for repairs. 


T360: This loco was withdrawn on Tues.28.11. 


7373: After having had cab modifications and bullet 
proof self-demisting windscreens fitted recently this 
loco was withdrawn on Fri.17.11. 


T391: This loco was withdrawn on Wed.1.11. 
G543: This loco was delivered on Thurs.30.11. 


Y133: This loco was transferred to the V/Line historic 
vehicle register on Mon.13.11. 


Y159: Y159 was shifted to Ballarat Loco on Fri.17.11 
and has been sold to Central Highlands Tourist Rail- 
way. 


Standard gauge carriages: VFK276 was outshopped 
from Newport by Tues.19.12 repainted in V/Line livery 
and the interior wall panels replaced with laminex 
similar to BZ type carriages. V/Line liveried carriages 
as at Wed.20.12 include VRS231, VRS232, VBK259, 
VBK261, VBK263, VFK272, VFK273, VFK275, 
VFK276, VFS214, BFR215 and BHN241. Carriages 
still in the old livery include VRS233, VFK271, 
VFK274, VFX216 and VFX217. 


Southern Cross Express carriages: Cars 707 (Waterford 
club car) and 501 (Weeroona) are known to have been 
sold and transferred to NSW. On Tues.19.12 carriage 
708 (Wellington club car) partially completed was at 
Dynon Loco. Prior to this it was stored at Steamrail 
Newport whilst carriages 502 (Burrumbeet), 602 
(Wedgewood dining car), 603 (Lauriston), 604 (Coran- 
gamite), 605 (Wendouree), 607 (Glenmaggie dining car), 
713 (Eppalock power car), CP24 (Eildon baggage car), 
CP30 (Nagambie power car) and CP35 (Dartmouth 
power car) were stored at BHP steelworks Sunshine, 
and the unrestored 700, 709, 711 and 714 were at 
Spotswood. 


Locos under repair: As at Tues.19.12, the following 
locos were undergoing repairs at Dynon: C505, N465, 
G543, A60, A70, A73, A79 and T375. X38, H1 and C502 
were at Newport for overhaul. 


A66: A66 was repainted from the bicentennial paint 
scheme during early December at Bendigo workshops. 
It was noted at Dynon on Thurs.21.12 painted in 
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V/Line livery with additional paintwork depicting 
Olympic sports and will remain in this livery until at 
least September this year. 


Railmotors: As at Wed.20.12 the situation was as 
follows: 


55RM, available for service. 

61RM, undergoing repairs at Dynon. 

DRC40, defective, awaiting repairs. 

DRC41, in service. 

DRC42, under repair at Dynon. 

DRC43, under repair and receiving interior modifica- 
tions at Bendigo workshops. 


Heritage train: The Heritage train, preserved jointly 

by the ARHS Museum and Seymour Loco Steam 

Preservation Group has seen quite a bit of service 

lately; it was used on the recent Deniliquin day trip on 

Sat.6.10 and on charter trains, on Sat.16.9 by Ericson 

Australia with R707 to Traralgon and A71 from Traral- 

gon to Bairnsdale. On Thurs.9.11, X43 hauled the 

Heritage Train to Ballarat and return from Melbourne 

and on Sat.25.11 J515 ran the train to Numurkah and 

return from Seymour. The Heritage train (at the 

moment) can consist of up to six vehicles as listed: 

3BCE, Van and economy compartment carriage 
restored by SLSPG. 

16ABE, First and economy compartment carriage 
restored by SLSPG. 

14BE, Economy compartment carriage restored by 
SLSPG. 

2AE, First class compartment carriage restored by 
V/Line’s Bendigo workshop. 

30AE, First class compartment carriage restored by 
V/Line’s Ballarat workshop. 

Yarra Parlour car, First class compartment, saloon and 
end platform restored by ARHS Museum. 

As well as the above vehicles, other carriages may be 

added to the Heritage Train such as 1BE, 26BE, SABE, 

4BCE and dining car Campaspe. The Heritage train is 

available for charter through the Manager, V/Line 

Passenger Service, 589 Collins Street, Melbourne. 
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Members’ Library 


Windsor Station — Up platform 
Enter from footbridge 


Open 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
every Tuesday 


FEBRUARY — MID-DECEMBER 


Visitors welcome to browse 
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Preservation 


PUFFING BILLY 


Puffing Billy’s timetable for September 89 to August 90 
introduced two trains on weekdays, October to April, 
in place of the previous one train. This timetable only 
allows one half hour at Lakeside, instead of the one 
train timetable which allowed about an hour. The 
reduced time proved a problem for school groups 
doing a return trip, having to spend either one half 
hour (too short for barcecue lunch) or three and a half 
hours at Lakeside. To attempt to overcome this prob- 
lem, an experimental change was made on some days 
in November and December, giving one hour at Lake- 
side for the first train, running the second train to a 
faster timetable (with a fifty ton limit). This enabled 
the second train to reach Belgrave only 10 minutes 
after the published time, despite leaving Belgrave 30 
minutes later on the down. 

Locomotive 14A returned to traffic in late Novem- 
ber after major overhaul. Locos available for normal 
service are 7A, 8A and 14A with the Climax and Diesel 
(D21) also available for special use. 


PRESERVED ROLLINGSTOCK 


The following preserved rollingstock was seen on 
Thurs.28.12.89 at the following locations: 


Muckleford (stored over level crossing on the 
Castlemaine road) — 


VHWA126, GY15933, G, GY, GY325(?), GY, 
GY, GY, HD38, VOWA2272X, HZC251R, 1359L, 
VHWA6B8P, 143WW (formerly 37W, fixed wheel), 
34XY, 149AB (built by W Williams, 1887), 
DW229, WT531, VWAAG6Y, 19 oil tank, M766D, 
MI196D, L, L, G0018(?), G362C, L1368V, L, 
L1408D, 2SBCPL, S1ABU. 


Diesel loco, D21, waits at Emerald with a ballast train as 
Climax loco arrives with a special pass. on Sat.5.8.89. (John 
Dare) 
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Maldon — 
Locomotives: K160, F212, T333/45, K157, J549, 
Malcolm Moore tractor (ex APM Broadford). 
Rollingstock 26 oil tank, UB, 12CA, 518ZL, 
456ZL, 18C, 333ZL, 41BU, 2BCE, 79QN, 25ABU, 
VHNA22D, 20BE, 16VVBP, 42BU, 18AE, 
30BCPL, 39AW, I5BE, 192WT, P43G, 16H, G or 
GY, G or GY, 16BCPL, P8, HD or HR193, P22, 
U931, H11, one unidentified E type passenger car. 

(Both locations, Castlemaine and Maldon Railway.) 


Daylesford (Central Highlands Tourist Railway) — 
Locomotive: T3 (Malcolm Moore tractor, ex 
Sunshine Harvester, Sunshine). 

Rollingstock: 409W, 403W, B159, 91RM, 26MT, 
32RM, S56MT, B372, 544ZL, 431W, 2HH, N2 
(ballast plough wagon), 53RM (body only). 


PRESERVED DERMS 

Asat Fri.1.12 V/Line Derms were preserved as follows: 

56RM held in storage at Newport Workshops. 

58RM in operating condition, recently repainted in 
1950s style VR livery, maintained by SLSPG at Sey- 
mour for eventual placement in the ARHS museum. 

59RM and 60RM owned by Mornington Railway Pres- 
ervation Society and require major repairs. 

62RM requires major repairs and owned by Healesville 
Railway Co-operative. 

63RM requires clutch repairs and is stored at Ballarat 
Loco pending removal to its owners, the Central 
Highland Tourist Railway. 

64RM held in storage at Newport workshops. 

Trailers: 

26MT restored to operating condition at Daylesford by 
Central Highlands Tourist Railway. 

200MT shifted from storage at Spotswood to Seymour 
on Sat.18.11 for restoration by SLSPG, allocated to 
ARHS Museum. 
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READERS’ QUESTIONS ANSWERED 

Sir, 

Regarding the query in November ’89 Newsrail as to 
the correct nickname for Weighbridge Junction, the 
following comments might be of interest. 

Spion Kop, meaning in English ‘Scout Hill’, is a hill 
in Natal, South Africa, which in January of 1900 was 
the scene of a fierce Boer War battle. Referring to vari- 
ous books etc., dealing with this conflict, I find that the 
spelling most generally used is Spion Kop. However, it 
should be noted that these sources also use the old 
Africkaans spelling of ‘Kopje’ when referring to a small 
hill. Occasionally one also finds an alternative spelling 
‘kopie’, which gives a good phonetic rendition of 
‘kopje’. 

The use of Spion Kop as a nickname for Weigh- 
bridge Junction would seen to indicate that this junc- 
tion existed before 1900, but on this point I have no 
information. 

No Australian troops were involved in this battle, so 
the use here in Australia of Spion Kop as a nickname 
for high and remote places may seem odd to present- 
day Australians, but in those days our ancestors were 
much more Imperially minded. 


W A Pearce 
Sir, 
In reply to the second reader’s question in the 
November 89 issue of Newsrail as to the whereabouts 
of the ‘written off cars, I can help with two. 
19CE is currently stored down the back of the Steam- 
rail depot at Newport and is in ‘OK’ condition. 
4CW is in the ‘nuts and bolts’ siding adjacent to the 
Steamrail depot. It is very incomplete and in very poor 
condition. 
AW 


LOOPING THE LOOP 

(December, 1989 Newsrail) 

Since the publication of Jack McLean’s ‘Looping the 
Loop’ article, a copy of a special train notice for May, 
1932 has come to light and it is reproduced here. 


S15H2/3Z2 
PRIWCES BRIDGE - NTH. FITZROY - NORTHCOTE 
Commencing on Monday Gth May, the following 
empty Lrafy witt run datly, Sats. excepted, 
For the purpose of reversing cara: - 
Daily, Sate. excepted. 
P.M, Empty 
Princes Brjdpo dep 12,20 Fol, 7h 
Clifton Hit 12, 28* 
North Fitzroy arr 12. 32: 
dep 12.35 Pre 76 
Northcote Loop Jdimet, 12, 37* 
Eorvihcote arr 12.40: 
. ; dep 12.43 Pre 78 
Clifton WLU 12.9% Fol. 77 
Princes Nridpe arr 12,59: 
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FUTURE EVENTS CAST THEIR SHADOWS 
BEFORE 


Caltex bike ride: On the night of 23/4 March three 
overnight trains will run from Melbourne to Mount 
Gambier via Cressy. 


Signalling: Automatic and track control signalling be- 
tween Rockbank and Melton was commissioned on 
20/1 January. This will mean that there will then be no 
electric staff working left between Sunshine and War- 
renheip. 


OOPS DEPARTMENT 
The gremlins got at our December issue of Newsrail. 


The photo caption shown on page 357 refers to the 
lower photo on page 360, and vice versa. 

On page 381 the photos should be in the opposite order 
to fit with the captions. 794M and 797M should be 
shown as rail lubricators, not overhead lubricators. 
The car labelled ‘No.2’ subsequently became 
BIH181. 


RAILWAY MUSEUM 


I was pleased to see in the October issue of Newsrail 
the letter from Jim Harvey re the railway museum. 

It now seems appropriate to expand a little on the 
reference to my having raised the matter at a general 
meeting of the society. 

For quite a few years I worked at Newport Work- 
shops and, virtually daily, witnessed the cutting up of 
steam locomotives. It was a somewhat emotional ex- 
perience akin to equating each one to go with the pass- 
ing of a close loved one. I felt that something had to be 
done to preserve a representative number of these old 
friends in a more appropriate environment than just 
sitting forlornly and rusting out in some local park. 
When X29 and X36 ran their final trip to Newport (with 
Gerald Dee on the footplate) I felt the time had come 
really to act. As there seemed to me to be little interest 
shown by the ARHS administration (I was at that stage 
unaware of the interest and concern of the president 
Arthur Hill) I pondered what could be done. One day, 
as I sat at my desk watching the passing trains and won- 
dering how to resolve the problem I suddenly had an 
idea. I knew the Member of Parliament for the Brigh- 
ton area, John Rossiter. I would ring him and discuss 
with him my concern and seek his advice as to what 
could be done. He listened sympathetically and asked 
me to put down briefly my thoughts in a letter to him. 
This I did on 16.12.1960. He in his turn took up the 
matter with the then Minister of Transport, Sir Arthur 
Warner. Sir Arthur asked the VR commissioners to 
look into the matter, and as a result, on 16.1.61 there 
came a letter from Mr Brownbill to John saying, inter 
alia: 

... the commissioners have to report that they have 

approved the scrapping of X36 and it is now in the 

Newport Workshops for this purpose .. . 


The commissioners are prepared to defer commen- 
cement of the scrapping operation for the time 
being... 
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Above: Previously the Bicentenary loco, A66, has been chosen to carry the Olympic bid livery. It is seen 
here in company with X48 at Albury with the 16 55 up pass. on Sun.24.12.89. (John Dare) 


Below: A66 runs around its train at Ballarat prior to running the 11 50 up pass on Fri.22.12.89. This was 
the inaugral run of A66 in its new livery. (John Green) 
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... to afford you (Mr Rossiter) and Mr Quinlan 
opportunity to conduct negotiations . .. the commis- 
sioners are agreeable to leave this locomotive intact 
until 1st April next . . 


(My original letter to John had made specific reference 
to locomotives and locomotive types which should at 
that time be considered for preservation: X36, Y108, 
Cl and D3, D4, A2 and E class locomotives. X36 
became the test case, hence the wording of the com- 
missioners’ reply.) 

As mentioned in Jim’s letter, I brought up the matter 
at the next general meeting of the society — something 
one could do in those far off pre-incorporation days! 
At that meeting the proposal that the ARHS adopt in 
principle the setting up of a railway museum and the 
pursuing of negotiations with the commissioners 
accordingly was unanimously supported by the mem- 
bers present and adopted by the council. Under Arthur 
Hill’s vigorous direction very soon land had been pro- 
vided, track was laid and locomotives began to be 
placed in position. Our museum was a reality. 


As a final note — when he passed away on 18.1.88, 
I wrote a short ‘Vale John Rossiter’ piece for Newsrail. 
Because of illness and other reasons I did not see it in 
print if in fact it was printed. I would therefore like to 
end this letter on the note that we in the ARHS should 
recognise the debt we owe to (the late) John Rossiter 
for the part he played in enabling our museum to 
become a reality. 


Yours faithfully, 

Eric Quinlan 

Eric Quinlan’s ‘Vale John Rossiter’ item was not 
published in Newsrail in 1988, but is published below. 


Vale Sir John Rossiter 


On Monday 18th January, 1988 there passed away sud- 
denly at his Sydney home, at the age of 74, Sir John 
Rossiter. Years ago, when he was known to us just as 
John Rossiter he was described as ‘a rugged but 
friendly and gregarious character (with a) wonderful 
sense of humour...’ 

This Society owes him a great debt — it was he who, 
in December 1960, took up with the then Minister of 
Transport, Sir Arthur Warmer, the question of preserv- 
ing representative examples of steam locomotives 
before it was too late and, in particular, requesting that 
X36 (the sole remaining member of its class) be not cut 
up at that stage until the question of locomotive preser- 
vation could be looked at with a view to coming up with 
a proposal for keeping representative classes for poster- 
ity. In early January, 1961, Sir Arthur Warner obtained 
from the then Chairman of Commissioners, Mr E H 
Brownbill, a promise to accept such a proposal from 
those interested and, in the meantime X36 would not 
be cut up. Mr Brownbill gave until lst April, 1961 for a 
plan to be submitted to him. 

On 15th February 1961 the Society wrote to the then 
Victorian Railways’ Commissioners making, as a defi- 
nite proposal — ‘. . . if you are able to deliver to this 
Society X36 and other suitable locomotives represen- 
tative of the various classes to be scrapped, we will give 
a firm undertaking to maintain them in good condition 
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until such time as a Transport Museum or other such 
institution is able to display them in a proper manner 
for historical purposes.’ 

Farewell John — we deeply appreciate the role you 
played in keeping for us our beloved steam locomo- 
gives. 

Eric Quinlan 


OBITUARY — STEPHEN McLEAN 


On 11th November, 1989 well known railway 
enthusiast and Newsrail contributor Stephen 
McLean was killed in an accident. He was cycling 
— another of his hobbies — when he was struck by 
a car. 

Stephen pursued a keen theoretical and practi- 
cal interest in operational problems of railway 
systems all over the world, partiuclarly timeta- 
bling problems. This interest was probably grea- 
test with regard to his home system, V/Line. He 
was always ready to provide V/Line with his ana- 
lysis of and solutions to passenger operational 
problems. Indeed, he was sometimes asked to 
proof read V/Line’s timetables, including the 
1981 timetable which introduced the present 
vastly upgraded level of passenger service on 
V/Line’s predecessor. He also applied these 
skills to the operation of his own model railway. 

Stephen contributed a large proportion of the 
Australian section of the famous Thomas Cook 
Overseas Timetable. He was a keen contributor to 
many magazines. He provided to Newsrail inci- 
sive reviews of V/Line’s timetables and frequent 
reports of his observations, particularly of the 
Gippsland main line through his home town of 
Trafalgar. He was an enthusiastic railway travel- 
ler both in Australia and overseas. Many friends 
enjoyed his company on these trips. 

Stephen applied great commitment also to the 
Uniting Church and to his duties as a secondary 
school teacher. 

The loss of Stephen McLean will be very 
greatly felt by his many friends in Victoria, other 
parts of Australia and overseas. 


A.R.H.S. 
Railway Museum 
Open every Saturday, Sunday and Public Holi- 


days except Christmas Day and Good (Friday): 
12 noon - 5 p.m. 


Also on school holidays: Wednesdays 1 - 4 p.m. 
Mid-week visits by arrangement — Tel. 596 3249. 


Miniature steam rides: Fourth Sunday of month — 
February to November. 


Champion Road, North Williamstown 
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How to place your advertisement: Use block letters, include §Piels ENGINE: SHED) 


I 1 
I | 
full a address and phone number, and cheque (not MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES ! 
cash) payable to ARHS. Send to Advertising Manager, GPO 5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 | 
Box 5177AA, Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertise- ah es (03) boo 7027 1 
| J 
l I 
| u 


ments is the 20th of each month. All advertisers are advised Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
to read the Advertising Conditions before placing any adver- Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
tisement as they contain an indemnity from the advertiser. Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


Copies are available on request. [ee aie eee mettre ee ean 


Charges: Normal rate $1.50 per line per month. Special rate 
for ARHS members $1 per line per month. Minimum charge 
for all advertisements is 4 lines per month. 


20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437 


GOLD COAST LANGUAGE CENTRE 
Australia-wide Mail Service, write for stock/price lists. 


RAIL ENTHUSIASTS TOUR Please advise if HO/OO — Nor O scale lists required. 
OF JAPAN (| eer rererenee- errr corrrnrree | 
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MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 
| 
| 


Join our exciting tour of Japan — the ultimate BRANCH LINE &. I 

railfan’s paradise — from 12th-27th May 1990. Travel init «sede a eS eam ; 

by 1067 mm gauge steam over five spectacularly YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY I 

scenic lines; travel by Shinkansen; rail travel on all HOBBY CENTRE | 
four islands including the new Seikan undersea 490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 

tunnel, and Seto Great Bridges. Estimated Cost: Phone: (03) 723 1211 | 

$3380 from Melbourne including air fares, all rail OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. I 

travel, hotels, entries and some meals. CLOSES: 6 pm MON AOS 2 Pout = Lp SAT = nt 

For more detailed information and booking form 
contact: : ; TRAIN WORLD I 
Gold mr een recht A ‘ 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. 

” 50 Bon ae eHINS: OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays I 

Nobby Beach 4218 Magazines and Books New and Used Models | 

Phone (075) 52 6799 Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 1 

Fax (075) 52 6989 Direct Importers Bankcard welcome I 


THE Transport House 

RAILFAN 589 Collins Street Telephone 
Melbourne, Victoria 03-619 4567 

SHOP Australia 


Australia’s largest range of Railway, Tramway and Bus magazines and 
Books, Slides, Photographs, Video Tapes, Records, Badges, etc., from 
Australia and overseas. 


PLUS New and Second-hand Railway Models. 


We stock Peco Track and Accessories — Both HO and N scales 
Powerline Models 

Replica Railways Authentic OO Gauge Models 

Roco Railways 

Lima Railways HO and OO scales 

Hornby Railways OO scale 

Broad Gauge Models Victorian Kits and Accessories 
Broad Gauge Bodies Decals and Kits 

Victorian Railway Memorabilia 
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If we do not have what you are looking for we will try to get it for you. 
Mail Order attended to promptly. 
We accept American Express, Bankcard, Diners Club, MasterCard and Visa. 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 


OPEN FOR BUSINESS 


9.00 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Monday to Thursday — 9.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. Friday 
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Saturday 


We look forward to your custom 
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